
Martin Bird’s Prayers for  
Monday 18th to Sunday 25th May 2020 

 

Monday 18th (Rogation Day) 

Reading – Psalm 149 verses 1 to 5 

For the Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation. 

Lord God, as you take delight in your people, help us to take delight in you. Help us to take 
delight in each other, and be there for each other at this difficult time. Help us to be there for 

your world as it struggles to recover from this virus and help us and all in governments 
across the world to people the health and wellbeing of people, animals and plants before 

anything else so that any recovery is a real recovery for the world and all in it. Help us all to 
bring your love and peace to this world when it is so desperately needed. Amen 

 

Tuesday 19th (Rogation Day; Dunstan, archbishop)  

Reading – Acts Chapter 16, verses 22 to 34 

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then 
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – you and your household.” 

Lord Jesus, help us to not forget that you are our Saviour. It can be easy for us to have you 
in the background and keep you there for those times when we really need you. But you 

have saved us and are there for all things in our lives and for all and anything that is 
happening. Let us never forget just how awesome and wonderful it is that you died for us to 
save us and were risen again. Let us come to you in awe and wonder for you are the King 
who reigns in and over us and the Lord of all. As the hymn writer put it, you are the Lord of 

all hopefulness and the the Lord of all Joy – help your whole world to feel that hope and that 
joy at this strange and difficult time for us all. Amen  

 

Wednesday 20th (Rogation Day; Alcuin, abbot) 

Reading – Psalm 133  

How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony. 

Lord Jesus, help us at this time to truly live in harmony with each other. Help us with all that 
is going on to be able to continue all the good and wonderful things that are going on now, 
where we are looking out for each other, after this current health crisis has passed, so that 

the whole world may live for you and do your work. May we all come to you now and be with 
you always. Amen 

 

 



Thursday 21st (Ascension Day) 

Reading – Acts Chapter 1, verses 1 to 11 

Jesus said to them, “It is not for you to know the times and dates the Father has set 
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” After he had said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and 

a cloud hid him from their sight. 

Lord Jesus, on this day when we remember your ascension, when you returned to your 
Father, we could see it as a sad day because you were no longer here on earth. But you had 

done what you came to do and it was time for you to leave. Also, without your leaving, we 
would now be able to enjoy the company of the Holy Spirit who is here to guide us as you 

promised it would be. So Lord we ask that your Holy Spirit who be helping us and guiding us 
in our lives today. We pray that it would be helping and guiding all those who are trying to 
find a vaccine for the virus, and that it would be helping those who are on the front line, 

trying to keep the world going, to continue to have the strength and energy to carry on their 
battle against the virus. May the Holy Spirit come upon all in governments across the world 

so that they may also be guided by your words and be doing your work where they are. Help 
us too and all people, to be guided by the wonderful helper sent by your Father and Father, 
and, because of whom, we can know that we are never alone and always supported. Amen 

 

 

Friday 22nd  

Reading – Galatians Chapter 5, verses 13 to the end 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

Lord God, the fruits of the Spirit are wonderful but in this current situation can seem so 
difficult to attain. It can be really tough when we are feeling so many different emotions ur  

the fruits of the Spirit to get a look in. So Lord God we ask that you help all people to 
remember love each other, find joy in the small things as well as the large, to feel your peace 

and give it to other, to be patient to those around us, to show kindness when we are 
struggling to do so, to be good to those around us and through prayer, to remain and be 
faithful to you at this time and to show real self-control at this time when we need to do 

things slowly so that your world can truly recover at this time. Be with us all, and with your 
world and help us to show your fruits as much as possible but know we can come to you 

when we find it tough to do so. Thank you Lord God for your unstinting faithfulness to us all 
and for giving us your peace – help us to feel that peace now. Amen 

 

 

 



Saturday 23rd  

Reading – Psalm 47 verses 7 to the end 

For God is King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. God reigns over the 
nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One, you are King of all the 
earth. Help us to sing praises to you in what we say, what we do and in our very being. Help 

the whole world sing you praises by how it acts throughout this difficult time and by how it 
acts once we are out of it. May all your people never forget that we were all created by you 
in your own image and that you are now and always will be worthy of all the praise we can 

give you, and so much more. Help us praise you always, and give you the glory. Amen 

 

 

Sunday 24th 7th Sunday of Easter – Sunday after Ascension 

Reading – 1 Peter Chapter 4, verses 12 to 14 and Chapter 5, verses 6 to 11 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

All knowing God, you know all the anxieties and frailties that we have. You know the worries 
and the doubts we harbour at this tough time. When we feel weighed down by life as it is 

now and how it will be afterwards, help us, as the writer of 1 Peter tells to do, and cast our 
anxiety on you, because you care for us. Thank you that we can be one hundred per cent 

sure of your love and care for us because you sent your son Jesus to earth to save us on the 
cross and to give us the open way to talk to you, through Him who died for us. All loving 

God, thank you that we can depend on you at all times, both those which seem unbearably 
tough and those which are wonderful. Be with us now – this Sabbath day and always, Amen  

 

 

 

 


